STAT

i
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/26 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000303420007-4

ARTICLE APPEARED

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/26 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000303420007-4

BALTIMOR
17 November 1986

ONPAGE 34 __a

' Deported journalist called

member of terror group

NEW YORK (Reuters) — A Co-
lombian journalist who was expelled
from the United States last month is
a Cuban agent and a member of a
terrorist group, the State Depart-
ment said in breaking silence on the
case yesterday.

Elliott Abrams, assistant secre-

tary of state for inter-American af-
fairs, made the statement last night
on the CBS television program “60
Minutes,” which devoted one seg-
ment to the case of Patricia Lara,
whose deportation last month was
widely publicized.

“She’s involved in murderous,
terrorist activities. She ought to be
detained. She should not be walking
the streets of this country. People
like that should not be admitted to
this country,” Mr. Abrams said.

Ms. Lara, 35, a reporter for Bogo-
ta's El Tiempo, the largest newspa-
per in Colombia, was detained at
Kennedy International Airport in
New York when she arrived in the
United States to attend a journalism
awards ceremony at Columbia Uni-
versity, and she was later deported.

In a statement from Colombia.
Ms. Lara and her lawyer, Arthur
Helton, denied Mr. Abrams’ allega-
tions.

Mr. Helton said he was writing to
Mr. Abrams demanding to know the
basis for “these extraordinary public
statements.”

Ms. Lara, who earned a master’s
degree in journalism at the universi-
ty in 1980, held a valid U.S. entry
visa, but immigration offisials with-
drew it when she arrived in the Unit-
ed States and detained her for seven
days before deporting her to Colom-
bia.

Mr. Helton said Ms. Lara has filed
a claim against the United States
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under the Federal Port Claims Act
seeking $5 million compensation for
unlawful detention. He said the U.S.
government has not yet responded
to the claim, which is a legal prereq-
uisite to any lawsuit.

The State Department refused to
give any reasons for the deportation
of Ms. Lara at the time.

Ms. Abrams said Ms. Lara is a
member of the ruling committee of
the Colombian guerrilla group M-19,
about which she has written a best-
selling book. *

“She is an active liaison between
that terrorist organization, whicu is
in the bustness of murdering people,
and the Cuban secret police,” he
said.

“That's why we don’t want her in

-this country, because she is involve |

in terrorist activities and she's an
agent of the Cubans. ”

Mr. Abrams said U.S. intelligence
agencles have been tracking Ms.
Lara for more than 10 years and
that she was given her visa by mis;
take.

Ms. Lara, also interviewed on “60
Minutes.” denied membership in M-
19 and called Mr. Abrams’ state-
ments “the biggest lie [ have ever
heard in my life.”




